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What is ASA? 
 

History 
In April of 2005, Avonworth Soccer Association (ASA) 
became incorporated.  In May 2005, the families of 
Avonworth soccer players nominated and voted for 
members of the board.  Joe Schaper, Jim Pappas, Cindy 
Phelps, Bob Simpson, Karl Kunkle, Bruce Robbibaro and 
Bob Sonnet were elected. 
 
Although the association is newly formed, teams have 
been playing together for over 3 years with the philosophy 
of, “everyone plays while having fun and learning valuable 
skills”. 
The following coaches are associated with ASA: Joe 
Schaper, Jim Pappas, Tom Angell, Dave Phelps, 
Avonworth Varsity Girls Soccer Coach Jessica Wenner, 
Lloyd Corder, Bob Sonnet, Bob Simpson, John Oddo, 
John Carson, Joe Welsh, Bryan Grove, Bud Sheffler, Scott 
Dick, John Rind, Mert Demirag, Bob Hunt and Gary Hunt. 

 
 
 

Important Information 
Avonworth Soccer Association welcomes boys and girls 
ages 7 to 19 years of age for the indoor winter II session.  
Indoor games take place at SporTrak in Sewickley.  
Weekly practices are held in the gyms at Avonworth 
Elementary School.  The season begins in January 2006 
and ends mid April 2006.   
Teams will have one game per week. 
The cost per player is $100.00 which includes SporTrak 
registration fees of $1,140.00 per team, referee fees of 
$80.00 per team, expert instruction clinics and team 
supplies of $200.00 per team. 
 
 

PLAYER’S CODE 
 
I promise to: 
 

• Play the game for the game’s sake. 
 
• Be generous when I win. 

 
• Be graceful when I lose. 

 
• Be fair always—no matter what the cost. 

 
• Learn and follow the Laws of the Game. 

 
• Work for the good of my team. 

 
• Accept the decision of the officials. 

 
• Listen to and respect my coaches. 

 
• Listen to and respect my parents. 

 
• Believe in the honesty of my opponents. 

 
• Conduct myself with honor and pride. 
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RULES OF THE GAME 

• Ball out of play. When the ball goes completely across one 
of the field’s borderlines, it is ruled “out of play”. The field is 
bordered by two end lines, called “goal-lines”, and two 
sidelines, called “touch-lines”.  

o A throw-in is awarded when the ball crosses the 
touchline, with the team last touching the ball losing 
control. If an improper throw-in is made, the ball is 
given to the opposing team for a throw-in at the 
same place.  

o When the ball crosses an end line (but not into the 
goal) one of two things occur, depending on which 
team kicked the ball out. If the attacking team puts 
the ball out (a missed shot on goal), the defending 
team is awarded a goal kick from the goal keepers 
box. If the defending team kicks the ball out (across 
the goal line they are defending) then the attacking 
team is awarded a corner kick, from the corner of 
the field nearest to where the ball went out.  

• Fouls, free kicks, and penalty kicks. There are a number 
of major and minor fouls in soccer (holding, pushing, spitting, 
swearing, charging, high kicks, hand ball, tripping, 
dangerous play, etc.). For serious fouls, a player may be 
issued a formal warning (yellow card) or even ejected from 
the game (red card). Usually, however, the opposing team is 
simply awarded a free kick from the place of the foul. Such a 
kick may be direct (player may kick the ball directly into the 
goal) or indirect (another player must touch the ball before 
the goal can be scored). When certain fouls are committed 
within the person’s (who has fouled) own penalty area (large 
box near goal) the attacking team is awarded a penalty kick, 
taken one-on-one with the goalkeeper.  

• Offside is one of the more technical infractions to 
understand, as it involves position, timing and intent. A 
player is in an offside position when in the defender’s half of 
the field and fewer than two defenders are nearer the goal 
than the player. The penalty is called when, in the referee’s 
judgment, the offside player is seeking an advantage from 
the position at the moment when the ball is kicked or played 
by a teammate. A player cannot be offside when in 
possession of the ball or when in his/her own half of the field. 
Also, no offside can be called at the same time of a throw-in, 
goal kick, or corner kick.  

 
  

What is Soccer? 
 
How it all began…. 
 Soccer is actually the name commonly given in 
North America to a form of football played with a spherical 
ball. It is the most widely played team game in the world 
and the most popular spectator sport, followed avidly by 
hundreds of millions of fans. Originally called association 
football (the name soccer is a corruption of the word assoc, 
derived in turn from association), soccer is distinguished 
from American or Canadian football and from Rugby in that 
it is primarily played with the feet; only the goalkeeper, 
within the goal area, may handle the ball. It also differs from 
these games in that, because soccer is faster, players must 
improvise their tactics as play proceeds, constantly shifting 
their positions to receive or intercept passes. 
 

 

5
1 

6
1 



  
 

 

Key Terms 
 

Center Circle – a circular marking with a 10-yard radius 
in the “center” of the field from which kickoffs are taken to 
start or restart the game. 

Purpose: Simply a reference line for the 
referee and defenders. Defenders must be as 
least 10 yards away from the ball prior to start 
or restart. 

Center Spot – The “center” of the center circle from 
which kickoffs are taken to start or restart the game.  
Corner Arc – an arc or quarter-circle with a radius of 1 
yard located at each of the 4 corners of the soccer field.  

Purpose: Also a reference line, the ball must 
be kicked from inside this arc on a corner 
kick. 

Corner Flag – the flag located at each of the 4 corners 
of the soccer field, inside the corner area. 
End Line – the boundary line extending from corner to 
corner along its width at each end. 
Field – the rectangular area where soccer matches are 
played. 
Goal Area – the rectangular area (20 x 6 yd. on a full-
size soccer field) marked within the penalty area (or 
inside the larger rectangle) and directly in front of goal.  
 Purpose: Marks the area from which all goal 
 kicks must be taken. 
Goal Box – commoner’s term for the goal area or 
sometimes the penalty area. 
Goal Line – same as the end line. 
Midfield Line – a line in the center of the soccer field 
that divides the field in half along its width and runs 
parallel to the goals.  

Purpose: Used for start and restart as well as 
for calling offside. A player cannot be offside 
on their half of the field. Also called the center 
line. 

 
Penalty area – The larger rectangle (18 x 44 yd. On a full 
size field) in front of the goal that includes the goal area.  
 Purpose: Marks both where 

the goalkeeper is allowed to touch the ball with his 
hands AND the area where harsh fouls committed 
by the defending team result in penalty kicks. 

Penalty Arc – The arc at the top of the penalty area.  
Purpose: Designates how far back all players 
must be away from the ball while a penalty kick is 
being taken. 

Penalty Mark (or Spot) – the mark on the soccer field from 
which penalty kicks are taken. 
Pitch – Another word for the field. 
Sideline – common word for the touchline. 
Touchline – the line that runs along the length of each side 
of the field. Commonly called the sideline in other sports. 
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FAQ 
 

• What should I do if my child does not get along 
with his/her coach?   

 1st step - child talk to coach 
 2nd step - parent talk to coach 
 3rd step - if true problem, bring to board 
 
• What are my responsibilities as a parent in the 

ASA?   
To be respectful to ASA, other parents and 
children (including opponents).  To show the 
kids by example what it means to be 
competitive, but also show good 
sportsmanship.  To get your child to the games 
and practice, listen to coach’s directions and 
have your child to work on their skills at home. 
 

• What are my child’s responsibilities as a member 
of the ASA?  

To be respectful to coaches, opponents and 
team mates, but most of all have FUN ! 
 

• What happens if my child decides during the 
season that soccer is not right for him/her? 

   We would want to know why, to make sure it    
   was not something that can be changed to    
   make it FUN. I would be reluctant to give a  
   refund because someone quitting effects the  
   whole team (roster size, laying time, subs,  
   etc..). 
 

• How should I go about dealing with a 
problem/conflict listed under the ASA by-laws?  

Bring problems to the ASA board at our 
monthly meetings, 3rd Sunday of each month 
in the Ben Avon Borough Hall at 7 pm, our By 
Laws were designed so that a parent, child or 
board have certain rights that layout 
procedures to have your voice heard. 

 

• How are the game schedules established?   
Outdoor - PA West sets game schedules, the 
Indoor arena sets them 

 
• What constitutes as illegal equipment? 
 Usually dangerous objects to the player or 

opponents.  What is allowed and not allowed 
is outlined by the governing body (PA West, 
YMCA, Indoor arena) 
 

• What do I do if an injury occurs?   
   That depends, if it is serious we recommend  
   an emergency visit, if not (twisted ankle,  
   bruise, etc..) the coach will usually  
   recommend ice, pain relief etc.. 

 
• How are the coaches of the teams determined?  

  The coaches are determined by the ASA  
  board based on those parents who volunteer.   
  Coaches are then but through a number of  
  classes with our director of coaching and/or  
  organized coaching clinic, we highly  
  recommend all our coached to get certified. 
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INSERT SPONSORS 
HERE 

Why We Play Soccer 
 
I love to play soccer, at practice and games. 
I want to be great, and not be so lame. 
 
I practice, I play, to be my best. 
So then my team can beat the rest. 
 
I’ve won some and lost some in my short career. 
But I will remember these moments throughout my years. 
 
I have met tough teams and easy teams in all my games, 
but I treat all with respect and give my team a good name. 
 
My teammates are great and I’ve earned their respect. 
As I’ve learned about teamwork and all its aspects. 
 
My coach has taught me to never criticize my teammates, 
For eventually we all will have our day of mistakes. 
 
I’ve learned that it’s not my mistakes that matter, 
but rather how I recover and try to make myself better. 
 
I didn’t join this team because it was easy to do. 
I wanted a challenge to push myself through. 
 
What’s great about soccer is not the size of the player, 
but rather the person’s Heart, Dedication and Enduring 
behavior 
 
I want to thank my Mom and Dad for their dedication, 
for they chauffeur me and wait for me at many locations. 
 
My parents cheer when I do great 
and provide me encouragement when I make those 
mistakes. 
 
These are the reasons why I love to play soccer at practice 
and games, 
for it teaches me life’s lessons about pride, honor, and 
dedication. 
 

(Author Unknown) 


